
 1 

Minutes of the 2025 SGAM Meeting 
 

 10th of January at 8:30 am (GMT + 13) 
Online (Zoom platform) and in presence in Wellington, New Zealand 

  
 

The meeting follows the agenda shared by email (through the SGAM mailing list) before 

the meeting. 

1. The Chair of the SGAM, Susanne Fürniss, welcomes the participants and invites 

them to introduce themselves.  

The participants are: (9 in Wellington) Damascus Kafumbe, Kwasi Ampene, Elina Seye, 

Ellen Hebden, Maria Gabriela Lopez-Yanez, Mark Lenini Parselelo, Joseph Kunnuji, Lee 

Watkins, Patricia Opondo ; (24 online) Susanne Fürniss, Linda Cimardi, Christian Onyeji, 

Nina Baratti, Mohamed Sulaiman, Ijeoma Forchu, Bassirima Koné, Jennifer Sherrill, 

Christiano Tsope, Gideon Danja, Brett Pyper, Sylvia Bruinders, Justino Ginzamba, Lucas de 

Campos, Ukeme Udoh, Jane Mwonga, Bernard Bangoura, Grace Takyi Donkor, Michael 

Ohene Okantah Junior, Eyram Fiagbezi, Eric Sunu Doe, Timothy Ajiboye, Brett Pyper, Nina 

Baratti. 

2. The SGAM Secretary, Linda Cimardi, presents the Minutes of the last SGAM meeting 

(July 2024, online). Since the Minutes were also shared by email before the meeting, only 

a short description of the various points discussed in the last meeting is given while the 

complete text of the minutes is shared on the screen. Corrections and integrations of 

names of participants to the SGAM 2024 meeting are suggested by colleagues and 

promptly added to the text of the minutes. Kwasi Ampene suggests the approval of the 

corrected minutes and Sylvia Bruinders seconds the approval.  

 

3. Cimardi presents the 5 options (resulting from SGAM members’ proposals, 

discussions during the last two SGAM meetings and SGAM Ex. Co. revision) for new names 

for the SGAM. These are: 

Study Group on… 

- "African Musics and Dance" 

- “African Music and Dance” 

- “Traditions of African Music and Dance” 

- “African Performing Arts” 

- "African Musical Arts" 

 

A short discussion follows the presentation of the 5 options which will be submitted 

for vote to the members of the Study Group. 

 

4. Fürniss presents some proposals for amendments to the SGAM Constitution, which 

is shared on the screen.  
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She points out that the Constitution was changed the last time in July 2017 and now 

some revisions are necessary and others seem advisable. Some changes regard adapting 

the text of the Constitution to the new names of ICTMD and of our study group, according 

to the outcome of the poll on the name change. Furthermore, three amendments are 

proposed by the Ex. Co.: 

- Point 2 of the Constitution: some revisions to the Study Group’s mission statement 

(which is also public on our ICTMD webpage) 

- Point 4 and 4.3.4: eliminate the position of Treasurer 

- Point 6: take off the mention “online” from the description of voting about the 

Constitution, to leave it more flexible and not restricted to online voting 

A discussion opens about the three suggested amendments to the Constitution, with 

Patricia Opondo, and later Kwasi Ampene, explaining the reason why it was decided that 

the poll on the Constitution’s amendments had to be online (to guarantee wider 

participation and thus inclusion in voting, hence decision making); Sylvia Bruinders 

explaining what the role of the Treasurer of SGAM (role that she had in relation to the 

2018 SGAM symposium in Legon, Ghana) was; other comments by Damascus Kafumbe. 

The possibility of holding the poll concerning the Constitution amendments later than the 

poll of the SGAM name change is also considered, but then held as unnecessary, given that 

the amendments in the Constitution’s text would be adapted to the new name that SGAM 

will vote. If more consistent amendments to the mission statement would be considered 

necessary, these could be discussed in a later meeting. 

Cimardi presents the modality of online vote online through the platform Balotilo. The 

poll opens on the 11th of January at 8:30 am (GMT + 13) and remains open until the 31st 

of January at 8:30 am (GMT + 13). The people on the SGAM mailing list will receive an 

email inviting them to cast a vote on: 

1) the change of name; 

2) the ratification of the amendments to the SGAM Constitution concerning: a) mission 

statement; b) treasurer; c) voting modality 

Cimardi also warmly invites the participants in the meeting who are not on the SGAM 

mailing list to write to her in order to join it, since only SGAM mailing list subscribers will 

receive the email to invite them to cast their vote. 

5. Fürniss reports on the activities of the SGAM Executive Committee, which was 

elected in November 2023. 

The last SGAM meeting took place during the last online symposium, on the 9th of July 

2024, whose Minutes were previously read and approved. 

The last SGAM symposium took place on four afternoons between July 8th and 12th and 

included 19 presentations. It was very successful as it brought together over 55 

Africanists from different parts of the world with 20 to 30 participants per presentation 

coming from up to 16 different countries at a time. The representations were as follows: 
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Linguistic areas in Africa 

or other geographic areas 

Countries  

Francophone  Senegal, Mali, Cameroon, Ivory Coast, Burkina Faso 

Anglophone Nigeria, Ghana, South Africa, Gambia, Tanzania 

Lusophone Angola, Mozambique 

Arabophone  Sudan 

European / American USA, France, Germany, Brazil, UK, Belgium, Austria, 

Finland 

 

In the last 6 months, the SGAM Ex. Co. has been intensively working to strengthen our 

study group’s network and increase its visibility in the ICTMD by revising the mailing list, 

cross-checking the members in the ICTMD online Membership Directory and controlling 

the programs of our previous symposia. There are still many countries in the continent 

where the presence of ICTMD is lacking. Also, most countries have only 1 or 2 members, 

except for Kenya (5), South Africa (9), Ghana (16) and Nigeria (28). 

Fürniss reminds the participants that the aim of the Study Group is to encourage 

research and – most of all – to form a solid network for those who are relatively isolated 

in their country.  It is also about strengthening capacities by informing ourselves about 

things going on in other countries, especially other African countries. Because of this, she 

emphasizes the importance of filling out thoroughly one’s personal profile in the ICTMD 

Membership Directory and she shares three examples of differently completed member 

profiles from the ICTMD online Membership Directory. 

Fürniss explains that, following the Ex. Co. efforts, two more Francophone African 

countries are now represented in the ICMTD and have (or are going to have) a Liaison 

Officer (LO): Bassirima Koné has become LO for Ivory Coast and she suggested Bernard 

Bangoura, Prof. at the Ecole Normale of Dakar, as LO for Senegal. Furthermore, Perminuis 

Matuire was suggested as LO for Namibia. 

The Ex. Co. has also been working on the preparation of the SGAM Symposium for 2026 

in Nigeria, which will be discussed in one of the following points. 

6. Fürniss invites Damascus Kafumbe to report on the activities of the SGAM branch 

in the USA. Kafumbe explains that despite three attempts to hold the branch meeting 

during the last 5 years, due to logistical problems (mainly due to the COVID-19 pandemic), 

the meetings were not held. However, the branch is connected through email and they are 

considering having an online meeting. 

Unfortunately, the Ex. Co. received no feedback to inquiries directed to Amanda 

Villepastour about the status of the SGAM UK branch, similarly, other SGAM members do 

not have any updates. 

7. The SGAM Vice Chair, Rita Sunday-Kanu, and ICTMD Executive Board member, 

Marie Agatha Ozah, were invited to report on the developments in the organization of the 
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SGAM forthcoming 2026 symposium in Port Harcourt Nigeria, but unfortunately, they 

were both unable to attend this meeting. Fürniss asks Christian Onyeji, who is a member 

of the Local Organizing Committee for the upcoming symposium, whether he has some 

updates. Then she summarized the information shared by Sunday-Kanu. A Local 

Organizing Committee was constituted and had its first meeting in November 2024. The 

preparation of nomination and authorization letters to host the 2026 SGAM Symposium 

goes on in order to accompany all documentation going to official Nigerian bodies. Dates 

and themes of the symposium will be decided together by the Ex. Co. and the Local 

Organizing Committee. The call for papers will be disseminated through the official 

communication channels of SGAM. A program committee of 5 persons from the Nigerian 

committee and the Ex. Co. will evaluate the abstracts. 

 

8. Some projects for 2025, which emerged from the discussion at the last SGAM 

meeting, are briefly presented by Fürniss: a new logo for the study group; a survey of 

training opportunities in ethnomusicology on the African continent, for which she will 

prepare a questionary. Other ideas for future activities include the revision of the SGAM 

webpage. 

 

9. Some LOs present their reports: Christian Onyeji for Nigeria and Bernard Bangoura 

for Senegal. 

 

10. Other matters and announcements. Damascus Kafumbe announces that Maria 

Gabriela Lopez-Yanez is the new Review Editor for books on dance and he is the one for 

books on music for the ICTMD journal, Traditions of Music and Dance. So, he invites the 

SGAM members to send their books for review in the ICTMD journal. He also announces 

that the University of Rochester Press, in particular the series in Ethnomusicology that he 

co-edits with Ellen Koskoff, is interested in book projects about Africa. Kwasi Ampene 

announces a conference he is organizing in March 2025 and for which he will share more 

information at a due time. 

 

The meeting ends at 10:30 am (GMT + 13). 
 


